Sexual conseling of the physically disabled.
Sexual satisfaction and feelings of self-esteem play an important role in the ability to adapt to an acquired physical disability. A framework has been presented to show how sexual function is affected by different types of physical disability, and spinal cord injury has been selected as a specific example. Sexual counseling for the disabled differs little from that for the able-bodied--the same principles apply. It is appropriate to remind not only the counselor but also the disabled that (1) loss of sensation does not mean loss of feelings, (2) loss of potency does not mean loss of ability, (3) loss of urinary continence does not mean loss of penile competence, and (4) loss of genitalia does not mean loss of sexuality.